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| VISUAL DISPLAY HIGHLIGHTS LOCAL HISTORY:

Nanticoke Historical Society sets up displays of artifacts and
documents at the GreateNanticoke High School
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MI NERSOG UNI ON PRESI DENT 495 East Main Street

TOM MALONEY PROGRAM

Upcomimegti ng
schedul e

All meetings take place at 7 p.m.at
the Samantha Mill House located
next to the Mill Memorial Library.

Enter the parking lot off of
Kosciuszko Street.

To get directions call the society
office at 570258-1367

FEBRUARY 22
MARCH 29
APRIL 26

WE ENCOURAGE ANYONE
WHO IS INTERESTED TO
ATTEND.

Please advise us of any changes in email or home mailing address

Non-member i research fee $20 for the first hour i

NANTICOKE HISTORICAL SOCIETY MISSION
STATEMENT :

The object of this society is foeducational,
charitable, andliterary purposes with a primary
focus to research, preserve, develop and
disseminate the history of Nanticoke, Pennsylvania.
To collect artifacts, memorabilia and historical
documents and facts of NanticokBPennsylvania

and tostore such items in a cerdt location or
specific area where these articles may be preserved
appreciated and used by the citizens of Nanticoke t¢
enhance their heritage

NANTI COKE HI STORI CAL SOCI
Samantha Mill House

(Next to the Mill Memorial Library)
Off of Kosciuszko Street

Nanticoke, PA 18634
570-258-1367

Our Web Site
www.nanticokehistoryonline.org
Email

nanticokehistorical@yahoo.com
history@nanticokehistoryonline.org

OFFI CERS
President: Julianna Zarzycki

Vice President/Corresponding Secretary/Treasurer:
Chester Zaremba

NEWSLETTER
Judith L. Minsavage

MEMBERSHIP FEES
Individual $20
Family $30
Lifetime $100.00 Individual

By Appointment
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It is of popular belief that themore peopleknow about their local histonyt instills a
sense of pride in community. A common bond is established whether we are born of a
place or have been relocated to a new location due to work or familial respongibsi
Learning about the generations of people who were stewards of that community is
valuable and essential to honoring and keeping that stewardship alive. It is with that in
mind that the Nanticoke Historical Society rose to the challenge of supplyirg @reater
Nanticoke High School with recurring display of memorabilighat will connect students
gAGK bl ydATDRHs®® &f thedvoldiisdf course important, but local history is
undoubtedly the birthplace of instilling the passion of learrgrabout who we are as a
people and what brought us here. Novin cooperation with the Greater Nanticoke High
School, theHistorical Saiety will help introducestudents tothe history of theareain
which they live.For more information orthe Nanticoke Historical Society archives,
volunteer or become a membercall us at 576258 1367.

Judy Minsavage, newsletter editor

The Nanticoke Historical Society is

)+ ) o g/ hold ing its Spring Raffle é é

n First Prize 0 $125
9 % I 2 / / + e Second Price - $50
THE FOLLOWING YEARBOOKS ARE Third Prize - $25
LOCATED AT OUR OFFICES:
Nanticoke High School Tickets are available at the Historical
(John S. Fine or GNA (Greater Nanticoke | | Society offices
Area High School), years 1942 to 2004. Samantha Mill House

(Next to the Mill Memorial Library)

Newport High School wanamie, Off of Kosciuszko Street
Newport Twp. years 1942 to 1970 495 East Main Street
GAR High School Nanticoke, PA 18634

Bloomsburg University
Wilkes University
Kings College

Or by calling - 570 -258 -1367

Duplicatesfrom each high shool Donation - $2 each or 3 for $5.
are available for purchase. Drawing will be held on April 27, 2018

For more information call our
office at 570258 1367.
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Introducing the history of Nanticoke and its
people, buildings and contributions to the growth o
the Wyoming Valley has always been the objective
of the Nanticoke Historical Society. So when Amy
Scibeck, incipal of the Greater Nanticoke High
School and the school 6¢
Litchkowski contacted Chet Zaremba, Society Vice
President to discuss the possibility of establishing
continuing display of t
the entryhall of the school, Zaremba set about
formulating a plan to complete the project.

) ——

"Past CommencemeniErcises" was the
theme of the first display which was ready prior to
the end of the 20147 school year. A number of
past graduating class picturesrevéisplayed
including one from 1897, along with that, were a
number of old commencement programs and a fev
other graduation related items such as the 1920
Nanticoke High School class ring that had been
previously donated to the society. A Labor Day
themewas chosen for the beginning of the 2A87
school year in September, which mainly revolved
around the hard working coal miners and the wom

who worked in the garment industry. Included in ti|f

display, were a number of mining articles such as .
helmetand mi ners | amps, ¢t
late fathesin-law.

As football season was in full swing, the
October display was "Nanticoke High School
Football before There Were Trojans". This display
centered on the fabulous football teams of the
Nanicoke Rams who won a number of conference
championships. Two of the old silver plated footbe
trophies were ioluded as was an original 1948
varsity football jersey tht Zaremba was once

A sign posted in the lobby of the
Greater Nanticoke High School
thanking the society for their display of
memorabilia.

Items displayed at the end of the 20187
school year as part of the Past Commencemen
Exercises in the entrance hall othe Greater

Nanticoke High School.

" As president of the Nanticoke Historical
Society | am thrilled that our organization has been
given the opportunity to introduce the history of
Nanticoke to the students of Greater Nanticoke
Area. This cooperativeeffort is being maintained
by our Vice-President Chet Zaremba and GNA

history teacher Mr. Jim Litchkofski with the
approval of High School Principal Ms. Amy Scibek
and District Superintendent Dr. Ronald Grevera.
The GNA officials are to be commended fotheir
commitment to education and the preseration of

the history o f Na nt iJuiamia&arzycki,

PAST Continuedpage 4 3




PAST Continuedfrom page 3

Photos of past Nanticoke High School graduating classes

n display at the High School courtesy of the
Nanticoke Historical Society

issued for junior varsity games. Looking forward to the
next display, Zaremba sai
"Timeline" theme. | am going to take a number of our
Main Street Pictures and arrange them in the manner
that shows the changes throughout the years. | am
also going to add a number of "Then and Now"
photos of areas around tc
display will consist mainly of pictures of the trains and
trolleys and early transportation in Nanticoke.

The displays will hopefully capture the
imagination of students as they attend classes and
bring about interest in learning more about community
in which they live. To learn more about the many
artifacts and records held by the society all are invited
to visit the society offices in the Samantha Mill House

(Next to the Mill Memorlal Library off of Kosciuszko TheFallpr esent ation fiNant
Street), 495 East Main Street, Nanticoke, PA or call Foot bal l Before Ther e
570-258-1367 for more information. collection of items showcasing the Nanticoke
m Rams football team. The Rams won several

o conference championships.
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Xavier Wernet left his home in Baden,
Germany and traveled to the United States in the
spring 1851. He made his way to Pittston and wo
in the coal mines. Eventually he moved to Carbol
County taking a job in the lumber business. By
August of that year \&fnet relocated to Nanticoke
and for a short time worked at the Susquehanna
Company.

This sketch of the Wernet Fountain House

Seeking a better life, he knew learning a trex

would give him more stability. He took up
shoemaking and stayed with that for the next fourte

Hot el gives a snaps
Main Street in the 1800s

years. He later benze interested in the grocery
business and eventually met and later married Har
Garinger of Hanover Twp. in 1861. In 1862, Werne
purchased land from Charles Keithline along what
now E. Main Street for $700. But Wernet felt that
there was still sombing better for him. In 1868, he
settled in Berwick where he finally hit his stride
becoming the proprietor of a hotel.

Wernet returned to Nanticoke and in 1870
taking all he had learned about hotel business, he
constructed the Wernet Fountain House Hotethe
corner of E. Main and Locust Street. Relying on hig

The Wernet Hotel at the intersection of E. Main

experience, Wernet turned the establishment into t
premier hotel.

Wernet then set about buying up available
parcels of land. He purchased one for $2 from
Susquehanna Coal Company which wastied on
the western side of Prospect Street and an additior
lot on the Northeast corner of Maple and NoBle.
Wernet 6s assets grew he
Hanover Street, opposite Park Street for $1,700. Tl
land was taken from Charles Garinger f
nonpayment of a nearly 3,000 balance on a 5,000 «
owed to the estate of the late Martha Fairchild. It
states in the Luzerne County book of deeds that th
lot was improved with a twastory frame dwelling
with fruit trees. It is noted that this propgewas
where Wernet made his family home.

and Locust Street isdated circa 1900, but is
considered to be actually be between 1880 and
1888

Wernet s hotel , t
House was advertised as far away as Baltimc
Maryl and, AGood acco
located, first class stable for horses, arghr
supplied with choice

Even though Werne
Hotel was doing well, he leased the operatior
to John H. Oplinger in 1888 and retired from
business. He continued his interest in
purchasing and selling real estate.

WERNET Continuedpage 6




WERNET Continuedfrom page 5

Taken from AThe Leading Business HousesoO 1889 edit
of fine hotels whose generafame is widespread. Of this number is the grand Wernet Housewhich has now been
open as a public hostelry for 20 year and more. It is 4 1/2 stories high, is run on the American plan, contains a
large number of finely furnished sleeping apartments, and is equipped with all the modern hotel conveniences,
including a fine bar, and reading and writing rooms. The dining roomis a special feature, and the table, at all

times, fairly groans with al/| the luxuries and del
Wernet and his wife Hannah adopted two City Councilman Charles Hesser purchased tr
children Ella and Xavier Jr. Ella married George W~ Wernet Hotel from Schwartz for $16,000 and
Sutliff, in 1886, but after three years of marriage, renamed it the Hesser Hotel He later renovate
according to the WilkeBar r e Recor d, and added a floor to the structure. By 1911, tf
her and never returned. hotel was scbduled to be razed to make way f
1891. - the new Nanticoke National Bank. But instead
Jerome OO6Brien purche
Werret became one of 1914. The building was moved, turned and se
residents. He was also known as the Father of onto a parcel of land facing Locust Street
Nanticoke Masonry. In the early 1860s he became  allowing construction of the bank to joeed..
charter member of the Nanticoke Lodge No. 541, He renamed the establ
which was organized on Aug 10 1875 and accordi  House, but the new name never caught on.

to Region 7 Masonic listirgyis still active and meets
the second Thursday of the month. Wernet was
elected treasurer and the served as treasurer of th
lodge until 1911. During that time, Wernet also
served as a director of the First National Bank of
Nanticoke. Wer,passedavanin i
1898 of a cerebral hemorrhage. She was buried fr
the First Presbyterian Church and interred in
Hanover Green Cemetery.

. . . Undated photo of the newl
In 1906, upon Se"mg his h0|d|ngs on E. Ma taken after it wa moved and turned to face to Locust

Street for $28,000, all buildings located on the par| streetto make way for the construction of Nanticoke
were demolishedlhe hotel was spared by new National Bank
owner Charles Schwartz.

WERNET Continuedfrom page 7




